Postoperative complications and survival after pancreatoduodenectomy in patients aged over 70 years.
An analysis of postoperative complications and survival was conducted in 31 patients undergoing pancreatoduodenectomy (PD) for carcinoma of the pancreas or periampullary carcinoma. Of them, 11 were over 70 years of age and 20 were under 70. Anastomotic leakage was the most common complication after PD. Definite pancreatic leakage was found in one patient in the over 70 group, and one case each of pancreatic, biliary, and gastric leakage were found in the under 70 group. All complications were treated conservatively without any further operative intervention. The overall morbidity rate was 41.9% (13/31), being 45.5% (5/11) in the over 70 group and 40.0% (8/20) in the under 70 group, and no operative deaths occurred within 30 days after surgery. The cumulative survival rate of the patients aged over 70 years with carcinoma of the pancreas or periampullary carcinoma did not differ significantly from the rate of those under 70. It was thus concluded that PD achieves an adequate prognosis and survival in patients over 70 years of age.